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At our annual Awards and Scholarship luncheon, held most recently in June 2009,
fourteen students were honored for their academic excellence and contributions to the
department and university. They were as follows:
Nolan Giehl
Joycelyn Cheung
Kate Triglia
Laura Sorvetti
Trevor Walker
Erin Newman
Barbara Stickel
Teresa Moreno
Joshua Harmon
William Kramer
Robert Maharry
Ara Kim
Justin McCollum
Alyssa Carnahan

Kristin King Morana Scholarship
Thomas Redican Memorial Scholarship
Jeri Ewy Thiel Memorial Scholarship
J. Irving Snetsinger Award for Writing Excellence
J. Irving Snetsinger Award for Writing Excellence
J. Irving Snetsinger Award for Diplomatic or Political History
Dan Krieger Award
Madalene P. Farris History Award
Spencer Wood Memorial Award
Spencer Wood Memorial Award
Spencer Wood Memorial Award
Faculty Award for Academic Excellence
Faculty Award for Academic Excellence
Robert Detweiler Outstanding Senior of the Year

Congratulations to our award winners, and many thanks to our generous donors who
have made all these wonderful awards possible!

From the Department Chair, Dr. Andrew Morris
Some 2500 years ago, Confucius said
that at age forty, one should be mature
and be able to proceed without confu
sion. I am confident that the Cal Poly
History Department,
which begins its 40th
year this fall, reached
this important stage long
ago.
We face new chal
lenges, however, due to
the serious implications
of the California state
budget disaster. Students are now pay
ing 30% more in fees, at the same time
that faculty have received a 9.23% pay
cut and are subject to statemandated
furloughs. These disruptions are pro
found. Classes are fewer and more
crowded, and funding has been cut for
many types of important academic activi
ties.

Inside this issue:

What will not change is our faculty’s
love of history – of teaching, research
ing, writing, and this academic endeavor
that we have all chosen as our life’s
work. We welcome a huge
class of 79 new history
majors. Our students con
tinue to excel; please see
the article within on The
Forum, the outstanding
new history journal estab
lished, written, and edited
by our own students.
It has been wonderful to share with
you over the last year some of the many
accomplishments of our students and
faculty, and to hear from many of our
alumni, supporters, and friends who
have received these newsletters. As we
reach the age of forty together and con
tinue to strengthen the Cal Poly History
community, please keep in touch.
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Alumni Spotlight: Meghan Strutner (’08)
Meghan Strutner graduated with
Honors from Cal Poly in June 2008
with a major in History and minors in
Psychology and Global Politics. This
summer she began teaching in New
Orleans, LA in the Teach for America
program.
Last year I was admitted to Teach
for America out of a record
35,178 applications for
4,100 slots. Of these appli
cants, 11% were Ivy League
graduates. While very com
petitive, I truly feel that Cal
Poly prepared me for this
rigorous endeavor.
I am working at a charter
school called ARISE Acad
emy. ARISE is located in the
9th Ward. During Hurricane
Katrina, around 500 people
congregated there to escape
the flood waters that inun
dated the rest of the sur
rounding area. ARISE is a
new school in an old build
ing. My school (preK
through 2nd grade) only occupies the
bottom floor. The upper two floors
are Charles Drew Elementary, which
serves grades 3  8; it is an entirely
separate school with a separate ad
ministration and faculty. The rather
awkward arrangement exists because
ARISE is what is called a
"Transformation School" which means
that we are slowly taking over the
entire building and phasing out the
existing school.
Some people have asked why
ARISE did not just take the entire
school over all at once; the short an
swer is that it would have been too
overwhelming. Charles Drew Elemen
tary is considered academically fail
ing. On last year’s School Perform
ance Scores, Charles Drew received a
score of 40.8; 60 or lower is consid
ered failing. It is the third lowest
school in the entire Recovery School
District. To get into Charles Drew,
one has to go through metal detec
tors. Last year the fire alarm was
pulled nearly every day, sometimes
twice, and this year, students have
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stuffed paper towels in the sinks up
stairs to clog the drains and then
turned on the water so that they
flood. The majority of the damage
from the flooding occurs on the bot
tom floor, in the office and my room
unfortunately. This has occurred
twice this year already.

Meghan Strutner (’08
(’08),
(’08)) her students
Meghan
at ARISE Academy in New Orleans,
and their pumpkin “Porcupine.”

Because ARISE only occupies the
bottom floor of the building and is a
brand new charter school, we cur
rently do not have a library available
for our students. We were fortunate
to have some books donated but re
grettably, there were not many that
were appropriate for my preschool
ers. Coming into this program, I was
very focused on literacy. Students in
low income communities, my stu
dents, hear just 1/3 of the number of
words that students in high income
communities do. This dearth of lan
guage sets them back tremendously
– even by the age of four. In an at
tempt to remedy this disparity, I have
tried to read four books a day, teach
them their ABC’s, their colors, and
incorporate words that they might not
have heard into our everyday conver
sations. Furthermore, I have made
part of their nightly homework assign
ment to have an adult read to them

for 20 minutes. I didn’t expect, how
ever, to receive more than one note
explaining that students were unable
to complete the homework because
they did not have books at home.
Growing up, I was always around
books. They were everywhere in my
house and my parents were always
keen to read them to me.
Becoming a teacher, I mis
takenly assumed that stu
dents would have access to
some books. I simply was
unprepared to hear that
some had absolutely none.
Despite my lack of books
here and my students’ lack of
books, I did not give up on
my literacy focus. Instead, I
responded to this severe
dearth of a basic academic
necessity by writing letters to
friends and family back at
home to see if anyone had
extra books that they could
donate to my class. The re
sponse has been, and contin
ues to be, overwhelming. To date, I
have had over 500 books donated to
my classroom alone. My classroom
library is now overflowing with won
derful books and I have developed a
checkout system where students can
borrow books for the evening and
bring them back the next day.
The book situation is simply one
example of the many challenges we
face here in New Orleans. Things
such as basic hygiene are certainly
an issue and I have more than a few
students whose teeth are visibly rot
ting. Of the 200 students at my
school, 100% are on the free or re
duced lunch program. We are on an
extended school day which means
students arrive at 7:45 am and leave
at 4:15 pm. Although I usually arrive
around 6 am, I normally leave before
6 pm because it is dangerous for me
to be there after that time. Yet, be
neath all the challenges, the truth
remains that I get to spend eight and
a half hours with 20 of the most
beautiful, cheerful, loving fouryear
olds that you have ever met. Slowly
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Alumni Spotlight: Meghan Strutner, continued
but surely, they are beginning to say
“Please” and “Thank You” more fre
quently; they are asking to “use the
restroom” instead of the colloquial
New Orleans phrase of “I got to
uuuuuse it!”; and yes, they are learn
ing, despite the many failings of their
teacher.
Throughout my short time in New
Orleans, I have repeatedly been re
minded of how grateful I am for my

time at Cal Poly. Cal Poly’s emphasis
on service and their mission to “Learn
By Doing” has never been more appo
site. The long hours spent research
ing at Kennedy Library; the enjoyable
hours spent in the classrooms of re
markable professors; and the hei
nous three hours spent at the end of
every quarter taking Dr. Barnes’ and
Dr. Snetsinger’s legendary exams
have undoubtedly prepared me for

where I stand today. This is by far the
most difficult thing I have ever done,
but I know that I would not be here
today if it were not for the incredible
dedication, time, and true interest of
my professors and other members of
the History Department who have
supported and continue to support
me along the way. I take a part of
them to my classroom every day.

New TenureTrack Faculty: Dr. James Tejani
As the child of immigrants to the
United States, I developed an interest
in American history early in life. But I
chose to pursue a career as a profes
sional historian only very late in col
lege. I attended the University of Cali
fornia, San Diego and started out as
a biochemistry major. After taking a
lifechanging course (to fulfill a gen
eral education requirement), I
switched my major to History during
my junior year and eventually also
double majored in Political Science.
In 2009 I completed my Ph.D. from
Columbia University. My dissertation,
“San Pedro Bay and the Making of an

American Pacific, 18461917,” exam
ines how local conflicts over land and
property in Southern California
shaped American expansion and the
development of industrial economy
and state power on the Pacific coast
and at the same time led to the con
struction of the Port of Los Angeles.
My research and teaching interests
cut across the history of California,
the West, the Pacific, and the Ameri
can nation, between the US Civil War
to the mid twentieth century. I grew
up in Long Beach and enjoy surfing
and learning to play the trumpet.

Teacher of the Year: Dr. John Snetsinger
This June, Phi Alpha Theta (the His
tory honor society) presented Profes
sor John Snetsinger with the 2008
2009 Teacher of the Year Award. Phi
Alpha Theta president Josh Harmon
highlighted Dr. Snetsinger’s dedica
tion to student success both in and
out of the classroom.
During his presentation, Josh read
letters the society had received from
students nominating Dr. Snetsinger.
One read, in part, “I think that beyond
doubt Dr. Snetsinger exemplifies eve
rything an educator and professor
should be. He is instantly accessible,
approachable, and welcoming, eager
to provide help to his students... Dr.
Snetsinger's abilities to help his stu
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dents come from his expansive
breadth of knowledge, allowing him
to suggest multiple books on varying
topics. He also provides his firsthand
experiences to educate his students,
helping them understand the process
for obtaining government materials.”

The letter went on to praise how Dr.
Snetsinger’s passion for helping stu
dents doesn’t end at the classroom
door. The student noted that Dr.
Snetsinger “encourages students to
look for advancement in graduate
programs, consistently alerts his stu
dents about professional opportuni
ties in fields related to history, and...
never ceases to foster the intellectual
and academic growth of his students.
Dr. Snetsinger has dedicated his life
to his students and it shows in every
thing he does.”
The department congratulates Pro
fessor Snetsinger for his well
deserved award and his nearly four
decades of service to Cal Poly.
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Phi Alpha Theta: The Forum
Our students have gone from
reading peerreviewed articles
to publishing them. Last June
the first issue of The Forum, a
historical research journal pro
duced by Cal Poly History stu
dents, rolled off the presses.
In its inaugural issue, The Fo
rum included six essays and
two book reviews, all written by
undergraduate and graduate
students.
The Forum editorial board
included seven students and was led
by coeditorsinchief seniors Katie
Chludzinski and Keith Goodwin. The

Trice. Even the publication design
was the work of a Cal Poly stu
dent, graphic communications
major Danielle Steussy.
The department is extremely
proud of our students’ work to
show how history majors “learn by
doing.” In the process they have
produced an impressive and pro
fessional journal. We all look for
ward to the next volume of The
Forum.
journal is published in association
with Phi Alpha Theta and under the
guidance of faculty member Dr. Tom

To view The Forum online, go to:
http://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu/
forum/

Recent Faculty Publications
Tim Barnes, “Moderating the American Revolution,” in Robert Calhoon, ed., The Loyalist
Community in North America, 2nd Edition (University of South Carolina Press, 2009).
Lewis Call, “A is for Anarchy, V is for Vendetta: Images of Guy Fawkes and the Creation of
Postmodern Anarchism,” Anarchist Studies 16.2 (2008).
Kathy Cairns, Hard Time at Tehachapi: California's First Women's Prison (University of New
Mexico Press, 2009).
Kathy Cairns, “Writing for Their Lives: The Clarion and Inmates at the California Institution
for Women, Tehachapi” Western Legal History (Spring/Summer 2009).
Craig Harlan, “‘The Burden of History’ Forty Years Later,” in Frank Ankersmit, Ewa Domanska
and Hans Kellner, eds., ReFiguring Hayden White (Palo Alto: Stanford University Press,
2009).
Matt Hopper (with Edward A. Alpers), “Speaking for Themselves? Understanding African
Freed Slave Testimonies from the Western Indian Ocean, 18501930” (in French), An
nales: Histoire, Sciences Sociales 63.4 (JulyAugust 2008).
Matt Hopper, “Slave Trade: The Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia,” in Peter N.
Stearns (ed.), Encyclopedia of the Modern World, Vol. 7 (Oxford University Press, 2008).

Donation Form
Yes, I would like to support the History Department!

A few examples of what your gift supports:
* Student and Faculty Research * Scholarships
* Teaching Technology * Guest Speakers
* The Forum

Please designate my gift of $ __________ to support the History Department programs.

 Enclosed is my check made payable to History Dept./CAL POLY. Mail to: California Polytechnic State University, History Dept.
 I would prefer to charge my:  MC
Card #

 Visa

 AmExp
Expires

1 Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA 934070324
 Discover
Signature

 Recurring  I would like to make pledge payments in installments of $__________ Monthly/Quarterly/Yearly (circle one)
to be paid by credit card (provide card information above).

 Online Donation  Please visit www.giving.calpoly.edu
 Matching Gifts Program  Does your employer/company match your gift? Contact Linda Stark, Cal Poly matching gifts
specialist at lstark@calpoly.edu or call 8057562713.
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Thank you, Donors!

(fiscal year 20082009)

The History Department is very grateful to those of you who helped support a wide range of activities within our depart
ment. The following alumni, faculty and friends have provided generous support over the past year.
Barbara & Kevin Albaugh
Susan Alexander
David Ashton &
Sharon DavisAshton
Brian & Joann Bailey
Charles & Maureen Beith
Lesley Benn
The Boeing Company
Kevin Buchanan
Shel & Michael Burrell
CNA Surety Corporation
Alvin & Laura Dias
Sherrill Duggan
Kristen & Scott Easley
Edison International
Brian & Michele Fallman
Flagship Builders Inc.
Clara & Wallace Ford
Heather & Jason Freelin
Jay & Mary Freeman

Sarah Garza
Curt & Nikki Gillespie
Reed Glyer
Donna & Van Goodwin
Jeffrey & Heather Grutta
David Hager
Debra & Arthur Hansen
Forrest & Margaret Harrison
Suzanne Archer Hodgdon &
Richard Hodgdon
Anne Hume
Jonathan & Lisa Hurley
Marci & Stephen Jacobs
Jeffrey & Johanna Jay
David Juchau
Michael & Laurie Kares
Kay Kilminster
Kelly & Paul Kitchell
Robert & Susan Knowles
Alice & Garry Kolb

Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity
Julieta Lara
Scott & Paula Lewis
Sandra Luker
Michael Marter & Courtney
ThomasMarter
Shawn Martin
Shannon McNeely &
Charles Parker
James Miller & L. J. Stanley
Paul & Susan Minasian
Paul Miser
Carter & Wendy Morgan
Carol Norwood
Bonny O’Daniels &
Jan Schaafsma
Edward & Kendall O’Donnell
David Olson
Sandra & Robert Osborn
Richard Pace

Julie & Larry Peha
Peha & Associates
Susanne Redalje
Mikki Riella
Joseph & Florence Romney
Kenneth & Terry J. San
Filippo
S. J. Schrick
Gregory & Deborah Schulte
Kimberly Schwiesow
Katherine Shulman
John Siler
John Snetsinger
Keith Steinbeck
Karen Ferriera & Bruce Thiel
Christopher & Joan Thomas
Joseph Vause
Patricia & Michael Westley
Susan Wintringer
Carlos Zamora

Recent Faculty Publications, continued
Andrew Morris, “‘How Could Anyone Respect Us?’: A Century of Olympic Consciousness and National Anxiety in China,” The
Brown Journal of World Affairs XIV.II (Spring/Summer 2008).

The Newsletter of the History Department
College of Liberal Arts
California Polytechnic State University
San Luis Obispo, CA 934070324
Phone: 8057562543
Fax: 8057565055
Website: www.cla.calpoly.edu/hist
Email: hist@calpoly.edu
The History Department invites you to join over
8,000 Cal Poly Alumni online with PolyLink 
making PolyLink THE best place to connect with
Cal Poly alumni, faculty, students and clubs online.
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Join Now. It’s free, secure
and easy. Log onto
http://alumni.calpoly.edu
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